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Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.
EPHESUS, once the glory of all Asia, is now reduced to obscurity. It was built by the Amazones; and its temple, afterwards dedicated to Diana, was reckoned one of the seven wonders of the world, as stated by Ctesiphon. The city was augmented and enlarged by Androcus, son of Codrus, as is noted by Pausanias. Erostratus burned it the night that Alexander was born. Hannibal and Antiochus in this city carried on war against the Romans. It was repeatedly visited by the emperors of Rome, and enlarged and adorned with temples. Its ruin commenced when taken and pillaged by the Persians in the third century; it was also taken by the Scythians, and finally by Mahomet. Smyrna now partially enjoys the glory which Ephesus once possessed.

The Epistle of Paul to the church of Ephesus, is reckoned one of the most valuable treasures of primitive christianity. It is what Paul says of the gospel, a revelation of the mystery hid in ages past. It was written from Rome while the apostle was a prisoner there, and sent by Tychicus, a deacon, about twenty seven years after the death of Christ. So at least Baronius reckons in his Chronicum. But Usher fixes it about five years later.

The church of Ephesus had been planted by St. Paul, as Luke has stated in Acts 19:20. At the time of his writing this epistle, there were in that city many learned men, and various sects of philosophers. Some of those were Gnostics, who had crept into the church unawares, and brought moral reproach on the christian name. They were the grievous wolves who spared not the flock, and often drew away disciples after them. Acts 20:29-30. “They went out from us,” says John, “because they were not of us.” In a word, the apostle contrasts the most deplorable state of the gentile world, with the glory of the christian vocation, to be fellow-heirs with the seed of Abraham of the grace of life in Christ Jesus, according to the good pleasure of the Father from the foundation of the world.

The whole character of the epistle is sublime in thought, excellent in doctrine, rich in figure, and beautiful in expression. It is a composition so consummate in character, that no man can equal it without divine illumination. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-23
Ephesians 1:4-5. According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy, and without blame before him in love. What words of consolation! The full soul of the apostle flows without restraint, while he opens the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. Having predestinated us to the adoption of sons, the heavenly Father blesses his family with all the treasures of grace and glory. St. John opens his epistle to the seven churches with the same eulogies: “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests to God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.” St. Peter consoles the churches scattered through proconsular Asia in the same manner, (though cursed and excommunicated by the jews) calling them “Elect, according to the foreknowledge of God, through sanctification of the Spirit to obedience; a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, to show forth the praises of him who had called them out of darkness into marvellous light.” What better could they do than to give a suffering people the plenitude of Abraham’s covenant, and Israel’s hope?

But it could not be supposed that the serpent would allow the churches to enjoy these sweet fruits of the tree of life, without endeavours to empoison their food with endless disputations about providence and grace; subjects far surpassing the ken of mortals. Oh the depth! “Lucifer —

sat apart, and reasoned high 
On providence, foreknowledge, will and fate, 
Free-will, fixed fate, foreknowledge absolute, 
And found no end, in wandering mazes lost. 
MILTON.
Augustine, a father who often changed his opinions, when writing against the Pelagians, regards mankind as lost in a common mass, and affirms “that God predestinated some to eternal life, not by a foresight of their merit, but of his own good pleasure to show his mercy; but the rest in the same mass, he has reprobated from the celestial kingdom, not by a foresight of their personal demerit, but for his own good pleasure, to show his divine righteousness in leaving them in the perdition to which they were justly adjudged.” Cæteros vero in eadem massa reliquit à cœlesti regno probatos, non ex eorum suæ voluntatis beneplacito ad ostensionem divinæ justiæ perditos in sua perditione justo judicio deserentis.
These are the doctrines now called Calvinism, which disturbed the peace of the church in the fifth century, and still divide the communion of christians. When St. Hilary became acquainted with the effects of those doctrines, he wrote most respectfully to acquaint Augustine, that many were publishing in different parts of France those novum et inutile, novel and useless doctrines, as he is pleased to call them.

PROSPER, about the same time, admonished Augustine of the same things; adding, that though many fathers had written against the Pelagian heresy, yet they had never consigned any man to the hatred of God without assigning reasons. FAUSTUS, a French bishop, and after him St. Jerome, speak to the same effect.

James Sodolet, another bishop of that age, says in his comment on Romans 8:30, Deus neminem ex solo divinæ voluntatis arbitrio aut elegit, aut reprobat, sed hunc elegit, quia prænovit eum non aspernaturum divinum vocationem, et fidei lumen non aversaturum: illum verò reprobat, quia prævidit ipsum oppositurum obicem divinæ vocationi, et divimam gratiam repudiaturum. “God of his mere good pleasure neither elects nor reprobates any man; but one he elects, because he foreknows him, as not despising his divine vocation, nor receding from the light of faith. Another he reprobates, because he foresees him about to oppose the end of his calling, and repudiate the attractions of grace.”

Thus it was that one controversy arose out of another, and so serious were the disputations about predestination in the fifth century that the council of Chalons took up the subject, and condemned the opinions of those who had made a wrong use of Augustine’s doctrine of grace. The fathers of that council were horrified at the idea, that God should reprobate any man for his mere good pleasure, and make him as miserable as sin and hell can make a rational being, once bearing the image of his Maker, and blessed in Adam. Such an idea is revolting to all the moral feelings of the heart, and hostile to the gracious cares of Him whose tender mercies are over all his works.

Ephesians 1:7. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins. The Greek απολυτρωσιν is equivalent to full redemption. Our ransom is by the atoning sacrifice, as stated in Leviticus 16:20. Such also is the current language of the scriptures. Romans 3:25. Hebrews 9:14. The consequent pardon of sin, and remission of punishment, is couched in the most healing and balmy forms of speech that language can devise. Our sins shall be blotted out as a cloud, and cast into the depths of the sea, and be remembered no more. The pardon shall be accompanied with comfort: the moment that the fire of the altar touches the heart, remission is sealed with the ernest of our inheritance.

Ephesians 1:9. Having made known to us the mystery of his will, by opening the eyes of our understanding, as in Ephesians 1:18, to penetrate the shadows of the law, — and discern the plenitude of the prophetic spirit, that Christ should gather the gentiles to his fold, and make the whole earth the family of God. He treats us no longer as servants, but as friends, and as sons, that we might see the great things he hath prepared for them that love him.

Ephesians 1:10. That he might gather together in one; or rather, receive in one, all things in Christ, which indicates the great delight which Christ takes in his church. The fulness of time is the gospel age for calling the gentiles, as in Galatians 4:4; but the gathering of things in heaven, an idea of frequent occurrence in Paul’s epistles, cannot import less than that our redemption is intimately connected with the augmentation of angelic knowledge, and the encrease of celestial happiness.

Ephesians 1:14. Till the redemption of the purchased possession. Here the versions vary. “Till the redemption of what will be obtained; or, till the acquisition of the redemption; or, till the redemption of the adoption; or, till the acquisition of the possession.” Beza, Piscator, and Zanchius add other glosses, but they seem wide of the mark. Suffice it to say, the Lord’s portion is his people; and our portion, or inheritance, is the enjoyment of God in glory. The earnest of the Spirit is explained in 2 Corinthians 1:22, and Romans 8:16.

Ephesians 1:17-18. The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory. Under the term Father, the whole deity is understood. Christ himself is styled “the Lord of glory;” and the word is equivalent to this, that God, the Father of glory, is also our Father. The mercy desired is, the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, the only true God, and of Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. The natural man cannot attain to this knowledge. It is the Spirit which illuminates the mind, and opens the earnests of heaven in the heart. Then it is we read the scriptures with new eyes, and love with new affections. The apostle prays thus also for the Colossians, that they might be filled with the knowledge of his will: chap. Ephesians 1:9-18. And for Timothy, that the Lord would give him understanding in all things. Such a knowledge opens a fountain of life and heaven in the soul; and without it no man can be a minister of the new covenant.

Ephesians 1:19. And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe. This power is displayed in the work of our redemption, in despoiling principalities and powers, in removing the guilt and power of sin, in changing the curse for a blessing, in vanquishing death by immortality and life, and in giving us a heavenly kingdom far surpassing the terrestrial paradise which Adam lost. To know this is life everlasting.

Ephesians 1:20. And set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places: in supercœlestibus. Perhaps the plural number is used in reference to the thrones promised to the disciples, and the seats of celestial powers. The inauguration of Christ into the Mediatorial throne is the sublimest subject of revelation. The throne denotes, as at the close of the Lord’s prayer, the kingdom, the power, and the glory of Christ. It is the throne of grace, before which the angels, and the church adore. Psalms 103:19; Psalms 45:5. Zechariah 6:13. The apostle’s ideas seem to be comprised in five views.

(1) The Father, Son, and Spirit; the unity of deity discovered in the cloud of glory.

(2) αρχης, the thrones of the supreme hierarchy, cherubim and seraphim.

(3) The mediate hierarchy, dominions, principalities, powers; for the plural number is used in Ephesians 3:10.

(4) The lower hierarchy, archangels, angels, virtues or powers.

(5) The hierarchy of the church, apostles, prophets, saints; for the humblest believer is a member of the body of Christ. Revelation 3:21.

Thus Christ has a name above every name, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come. In him the whole family of heaven and earth is named. He is head of the church, which is his body, being composed of many members; and as the soul fills the body with life, and power, and motion, so Christ is the fulness of deity, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

REFLECTIONS.
St. Paul had laboured long, and fought with beasts at Ephesus. This church was dear to him as his own bowels. His soul overflowed with gratitude on contemplating all the spiritual blessings and privileges they enjoyed in Christ; privileges which did not come by chance, but were framed by the counsel of God’s eternal wisdom. He, sitting all serene in the heavens, calls the things that are not as though they were; and says to Abraham, I have made thee a father of many nations, when as yet he had no son. Just so he unfolds the plan of redeeming love, called the mystery of his will: Ephesians 1:9. This plan is, that Christ should redeem us by his blood; that we should obtain forgiveness of sins, and the adoption of sons, to the praise of his glory. This plan is also, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love. Thus we are predestinated, that we should be to the praise of his glory, as is twice repeated, or conformed to the image of God’s own Son. Oh most glorious and consoling doctrine! Our heavenly Father has been laying up for us a thousand treasures of love, that we might obtain the heavenly inheritance of his sons and daughters. As he chose a wife for Isaac, so he calls and chooses the spouse of Christ.

The jews can boast no more of being the chosen, the elect and peculiar people of God. This predestination is, that the gentiles should be fellow- heirs of the same body, and partakers of the promises of Christ by the gospel, or the effusion of the Spirit on all flesh. Joel 2:32. This doctrine is the more consoling, as it excludes no man from the fold and family of God. The benefits of this election are expressly held out in Ephesians 1:1, to all the saints at Ephesus, and to all believers in Christ, wheresoever they may live. “God hath set the gates of heaven wide open,” as the great and learned Erasmus observes on this text. There is not the most distant idea whatever, that any man who comes under the sound of the gospel is cut off from the blessings of divine predestination, or the plan of redemption. And as to the heathen, they may be saved in Christ by sincerely following the light of nature, as the scriptures allow. Acts 10:34. Hebrews 11:6.

Why then give an ill sense to a doctrine the most pregnant with comfort and joy? What father, in laying up treasure for his children, and in tracing in the counsel of his own pleasure their several trades and professions, has the smallest design to cut most of them off from inheritance before they have done either good or evil? And is not the Father of mercies the author of all good dispositions in parents? And is he not infinitely more compassionate than all parents? If we being evil know how to give good gifts to our children, how much more shall our Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? Fear not then, oh trembling soul, to receive to thyself all the gracious benefits and overflowing comfort of God’s electing love; and let it be thy sincerest aim to conform to all the requisitions of his grace.

The apostle brings the subject to an admirable close, by praying that the saints might be enlightened to know the hope to which they were called in Christ; the power of his resurrection, both in the omnipotence of the gospel, and in the work of the Spirit; and that they might see the church filled with him who filleth all in all. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-22
Ephesians 2:1. You hath he quickened. The word quickened is not in the Greek, but the old Latin version repeats it here from the fifth verse, presuming it to be implied. It reads well without it, thus: And you, when dead in trespasses and sins, wherein you once walked, &c.

Who were dead in trespasses and sins. In Colossians 2:13 the apostle uses a similar expression: “You being dead in your sins, and the uncircumcision of your flesh.” Sinners are also said to be “alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance that is in them — alienated and enemies in their minds by wicked works.” Ephesians 4:18. Sin is the death of the soul, it eats forbidden fruit, and dies. By seeking happiness in created good, it is drawn away from Christ, the fountain of life. Spiritual death consists in a deprivation of the image and likeness of God, which is restored by regeneration and vital union with Christ. When papists say therefore that man is only half dead, they either err, or we do not rightly apprehend their meaning. Man is morally and totally dead in Adam, and judicially dead in the eye of the law. This however we must concede, that man, born under the promise of the woman’s Seed, has much grace restored in the light of the gospel, as is noted in Genesis 3:15. Luke 19:24. John 1:9; John 16:8. Titus 2:11.

Ephesians 2:2. Ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air. The apostle, following the language of our Saviour in John 12:31; John 16:11, gives the enemy the title he assumes; and the children of this world form their own laws by custom, as rivers form their beds by currents. The “prince” allures men by their passions, “the lusts of the flesh, the desire of the eye, and the pride of life.” The young are attracted by pleasure, the world by riches, and the avaricious by gold.

Ephesians 2:3. And were by nature the children of wrath, shapen in iniquity, and conceived in sin. Psalms 51:5. φυσει, nature, refers not to our original pure and perfect nature, but to the evil nature in which we are born. Our will was in Adam’s will, and our consent in his consent; and therefore we are begotten in his fallen state. The wrath on him for the fall, is on his children; and doubly so for our actual transgressions. In the imputation of original sin there is no unrighteousness with God; children naturally suffer for their fathers’ sin by disease, and morally by a tainted mind. Socinians, who talk of the innocence of human nature, and that our venalities (for they will not allow of sin) are by imitation, build on unfounded systems of philosophy. They err in not making the proper contrast between the native grandeur and moral baseness of man.

Ephesians 2:4-6. God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us. The cause of our redemption is wholly with God, who so loved the world, totum genus humanum, the whole human kind, as Grotius says, that he gave his only-begotten Son. And here indeed is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son into the world, to be the propitiation for our sins. He hath raised us up by the life of regeneration, and quickened us together with Christ, by whose grace we are saved.

Ephesians 2:7. That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace. In the gospel ages, as described by the prophet. Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 65:25. In all the past dispensations, God has always been enlarging his promises to the church, and displaying his mercy in new and more enlivened forms. In our present oppression, Zion cannot fully enjoy the things that eye hath not seen. But on conversion we receive a name and a place in the church, a rank and dignity as the sons of God, and soon shall resemble the Saviour in glory.

Ephesians 2:8. By grace are ye saved through faith. Augustine has left us a treatise on grace, in which he argues fairly, that “grace is a gift, in which three things are implied: — He who gives — he to whom the favour is given — and the manner in which it is bestowed. First, he who gives in the perfection of a sovereign, ought to give of his own, and must be in power and situation to give what he confers. He ought to be supremely good, to give willingly; he ought to be supremely powerful, to give liberally; and to be supremely independent, to give without the hopes of return; otherwise it is a barter, and not a gift. Secondly, he to whom it is given ought to merit nothing of him that gives. If he deserved it, the withholding of it would be injustice. And the receiver ought to be in extreme poverty and indigence, otherwise he might refuse and reject the favour. Thirdly, with regard to the manner of conferring the grace, it ought to be freely given; for what is given of constraint is regarded as an extortion: a gift should supersede merit, lest the merit should require the recompense. It ought even to presede the desires, the hopes, and request of him who receives it, because in all those ways the recipient may assume a plea of merit. All those qualities associate in the word grace; and they all are found in the unspeakable gift of the Son of God, and in the redemption of mankind by Jesus Christ.”

Ephesians 2:10. Created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. προητοιμασεν should, in this place, be rendered “prepared,” as indeed it is in Calvin’s commentary: Que Dieu a preparees, afin que cheminions en icelles. This reading harmonizes nature and grace. In the vegetable kingdom, the foliage is prepared, and opens; the bloom follows, the fruit succeed, grow, and mature, in its season. In like manner, the new heart should ever be followed by renovation of life. So in fact all the versions read.

Ephesians 2:12-13. At that time, in the miseries of a heathen state, ye were without Christ. Without a Mediator and Redeemer, having lost the covenant of the first fathers, being aliens also to Abraham’s covenant, and strangers from the covenants of promise, which Jehovah, the Angel, came repeatedly to Israel to renew, with great enlargements, as is noticed by the prophet. Isaiah 63:9. — Having no hope. Nothing more than traditions and inferential hopes, as in Cyrus’s speech to his sons, concerning a life to come. — Without God in the world. Without the knowledge and worship of the true God, and his Son Jesus Christ, as Jerome says on these words. — But now, ye who sometimes [formerly] were far off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Perhaps Paul had the promise in his eye, “Hearken unto me, ye stout hearted, that are far from righteousness. I bring near my righteousness, it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry.” Isaiah 46:12-13. In ancient times, enemies were reconciled by covenants and sacrifices, as in the next words.

Ephesians 2:14-22. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition. The apostle refers to the provoking wall in the temple, which separated the court of the gentiles from the courts of Israel. No uncircumcised person was allowed to pass the barrier. This wall in the second temple was three cubits high, so that a man, small in stature, could not look over it. Josephus adds, that a man stood at the gate with a massive sword, on which was written, “the stranger that comes near shall die.” In Acts 21:28, we find that the jews were about to stone Paul, because, they said, he had polluted that holy place by bringing a Greek into the temple. The fact however was, that Paul had only walked with Trophimus an Ephesian in the city. But now Christ, on the great theatre of the cross, having slain the enmity of the carnal commandment, gives with equal right both jew and gentile access by one Spirit to the Father. He gave the Holy Spirit in Cornelius’s house, with all his gifts and graces, as he had done to the jews. Acts 10:44-45. Nay more, the believing gentiles were not only admitted, but made stones and pillars in the living temple, the body of Christ.

REFLECTIONS.
The apostle having illustrated the promises respecting the mediatorial glory and exaltation of Christ, proceeds in this chapter to show what the Lord had done for his saints. He describes the depravity and the misery of the benighted gentiles, and the awful courses they pursued while the servants of Satan. It is good to remember what we were before grace made us better. How misguided were our pursuits; how foolish, dissipated, and wicked were our lives; and how we sported, dead in trespasses and sins, on the verge of hell and destruction. The dark portrait enlivens the characters of grace, and teaches us that we owe all to redeeming love. We had perished eternally, had not God who is rich in mercy loved us, and quickened us by light, and life, and love, in the secret work and influences of regenerating grace, and raised us up to have a name and a lot with his people.

What do I say, with his people! Nay, but it is to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. There is no glory which the head enjoys, but he will share it with his members. Revelation 3:21. They shall live, for he lives; they shall be with him in his kingdom, and see his face, amid the eulogies poured on the saints. They shall behold his glory; yea, and know with assurance that they shall be like him, for they shall see him as he is. What then are crosses, compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us at his coming?

Oh then, what we owe to grace, the grace of Christ, by which we are saved. Not by works of righteousness that we have done, but by his mercy he saves us. He is the Root and offspring of Jesse. Works must follow our believing, and we must abound more and more in all the fruits of righteousness. We love his name, we love his way, we love his people; for he that loveth not, knoweth not God.

Nor should it escape remark, that the superabounding of grace to sinners is liberal like himself. The one Mediator, the only Lord and Redeemer of men, hath reconciled all things to himself. Distinctions between the jew and the greek, in Christ exist no more. He has slain the enmity, the fretting and vexatious enmity of walls, bars, and distinctions. He has brought, as he told the jews, John 10:16, the other sheep, the gentile sheep into Israel’s fold, that henceforth there might be but one fold, under one shepherd. The new temple, built on the tops of the mountains, is the catholic temple of all nations. In him, circumcision, and castes, and colour exist no more. What an argument is this for christians to love one another, and to do good to others as to the members of our own body.

In a word, the grace and glory conferred by Christ on the church is permanent. It is a living temple. Ye are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so will thy God, oh Zion, rejoice over thee. The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; great empires shall sink like the swells of the ocean in the time of hurricane; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace, which I have made with the blood of the cross, be removed, saith the Lord. Isaiah 54:10. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-21
Ephesians 3:1. Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ. He was indeed the prisoner of Caesar, but a greater than Cæsar had said to him in the castle at Jerusalem, “Be of good cheer, Paul, for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.” Acts 23, 11. My bonds therefore prove that Jesus is the Christ, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. The kings of the earth, who thought to do me harm, are overruled to be my protectors.

Ephesians 3:2. If ye have heard of the dispensation [economy] of the grace of God which is given to me, to call the gentiles, though uncircumcised, into the fold and family of Christ. He doubted not but they had heard, having long preached in Ephesus, and the provinces of proconsular Asia. But the words imply, if you have fully been informed and believed in this economy of the grace of God; and as multitudes were now crowding into the church, the more recent christians had need to be reminded of it.

Ephesians 3:3-4. How that by revelation he made known to me the mystery, as I wrote afore in few words. He wrote the same to the Galatians: Galatians 1:12. But though many short letters of the apostle may possibly be lost, the holy scriptures give us this mystery without impairs.

Ephesians 3:5. Which in other ages was not made known — as it is now revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. He here avows that the Hebrew prophets were inspired by the Spirit to speak of Christ, and preach the doctrines of the gospel to the ancient church; but that God, in conformity to the scheme of gradual revelation, had now made known the truth in more luminous characters; truths of unspeakable value, as regarding the full birthright of the gentiles to the glorious liberty of the children of God. Romans 8:21.

Ephesians 3:8. Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints. The apostle speaks of himself with similar sentiments of self-abasement in other passages. 1 Corinthians 15:9, 1 Timothy 1:11-15. Grotius remarks the ελαχστερον is a comparison made of the superlative degree, and he quotes seven examples of the use of the word from the poets. Paul’s heart was ever touched, that he should be selected as the first of apostles, to publish this enlarged revelation, and to preach among the gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; the riches of divine wisdom and knowledge, which none of the princes of this world knew, neither the philosophers of Grecian schools. The mysteries and purposes of grace were indeed hidden in the Father’s bosom before the foundation of the world, to give his Son as an atoning sacrifice, to reconcile us to God. These are not the devices of human wisdom, but the doctrines of the gospel of the blessed God, publishing full forgiveness to rebels of every class, adoption for aliens, the glory of sanctifying grace to supersede all the impurity of our nature, the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit conferred according to the riches of his glory, thrones for sinners raised from the dust, eternal life in the enjoyment of the kingdom that cannot be moved.

Ephesians 3:10. Principalities and powers in heavenly places. The Greek, epourania, is translated by Tertullian, supercœlestibus, and followed by Jerome. It occurs also in Ephesians 1:3; Ephesians 2:6. It is here understood of angels who fill the thrones of heaven. It is a mistake to apply the text to princes, for their souls are not better than the poor, and they were the last to listen to the gospel. Saints are by the redemption raised to angelic rank, and have the promise of thrones and crowns in the kingdom of their Father.

Ephesians 3:12-13. In whom we have boldness and access. Freedom of speech in prayer, and the privilege to enjoy all the blessings consequent on embracing the Saviour. And I give you, as if the apostle had said, this cup of consolation, while weeping for my bonds, that you faint not.

Ephesians 3:14-15. For this cause, and that you may enjoy the plenitude of sanctifying grace, the best support under afflictions, I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the fountain of deity and the source of love. Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, for he is Lord of all: Ephesians 1:20-23. This form of speech teaches us that God cannot be invoked except through Jesus Christ, as is often noted by the fathers. Christ is here understood, in whom the Godhead is adored. Believers are called by his name, angels are his worshippers, and thrones, dominions, and powers are put under him.

Ephesians 3:16. That he would grant you according to the riches of his glory. Other forms are used of equivalent import, as, according to his mercy, to his abundant mercy, and according to the fulness of the promises, which we are authorized to interpret in the largest sense; for “as is his majesty, so is his mercy.” 

Ephesians 3:17. That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith. Dwell in you as his living temple, conformably to the promise in John 14:23, where the Father and Son engage to come and make his abode with those that keep his word. The religion of such shall be constant as a stream, firm as a building, or flourishing as a tree rooted in a genial soil; for “they who are planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our God.” Christ in all his graces, and in all the habitudes of the christian temper, is formed in the heart, the hope of glory.

Ephesians 3:18. Able to comprehend [apprehend, as the same word is rendered in Philippians 3:12] with all saints. Jehovah comprehends all, but none can comprehend him. The soul of Paul was so expanded here, that he looked on the horizon above, the depths below, the ocean without a shore; but he recovered himself by the admission, that man can only know the love of Christ so as to be filled with the fulness of God. He viewed the Saviour on the throne, uncircumscribed in charity, from whom the emanations of grace incessantly flow.

Ephesians 3:20-21. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think — be glory throughout all ages. The apostle closes this full view of sanctifying grace as he ought to close it, in doxologies, unceasing doxologies of praise, through every age of the church, world without end. Amen. Who now, that calmly reads these words, can doubt that we may attain in this life to the whole christian temper, and a growing perfection in every virtue. Who can scruple to use that prayer, “Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name.”

Such indeed has been the profession of the Greek fathers, and of all the more eminent saints of the Roman catholic communion, through all the dark ages of the church. And is it not infinitely better to preach this doctrine, and set heights and depths of religion before the church, to which they have not as yet attained, than bitterly to detail the quotations on Romans 7:24. That St. Paul, while groveling here on earth, never ceased to be loaded with much of the defilement and ordure of sin.

Ostervald, in his book on the ministry, apologizes for Calvin’s institutes, as the work of his younger years. But those institutes contain dogmas to which every student, in some sort, is obliged to subscribe; and hence arise a thousand sneers and reproaches on holy men, who preach the whole truth as it is in Jesus. Hence also believers are checked and chilled with maxims which freeze the warmer ardours of the heart.

Jeremiah Burroughs, who in 1600 was father to the ministers of London, says, “My soul longs for perfection: it is already washed and perfect, as to its justification, and I look for a time when it shall be perfect in respect of its sanctification. Oh that the time were now come.” — Sermon on Matthew 5:8. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Page 389.

REFLECTIONS.
St. Paul having enlarged on the glory of Christ, justly accounts it the highest honour any creature could enjoy to be made a minister of his gospel. Hence fainting not himself at his chain, he prayed that the saints might not faint, it being their glory to have a minister endued with a martyr’s constancy. And especially as one grand branch of his ministry was a manifestation of the mystery hid in ages past, that the gentiles, without circumcision, should be fellow heirs with the jews of the promises in Christ. This was a recent subject of divine revelation to the holy apostles and prophets.

Divine favours conferred on the regenerate do not puff up, but humble the soul in the sight of God. St. Paul magnified his ministry, but abused himself on the other hand, as less than the least of all saints, and classed himself with the chief of sinners, because he had persecuted and wasted the church. A conscious mind prefers a suppliant condition, and makes all filial acknowledgment to God the giver of all good.

St. Paul was not only the first of men in knowledge, but the best of men in piety. He had prayed, in Ephesians 1:15, for the illumination of the Ephesians: and here he prays for their entire sanctification, as the best support against fainting at afflictions. He could not deliver a dry cold discourse, nor talk of grace without breaking out in prayer or praise. What a model of imitation both in our sermons, and in our addresses to the throne of grace.

His prayer has every character of reverential invocation, propriety, and fervour. He bended the knee, for standing is allowable only where it is inconvenient to kneel. His invocation exalts the deity as the Father of glory, and the source of redemption by Jesus Christ. The subject of his prayer is all propriety. It is that God would bless the church, according to the riches of his glory; and if a poor man give a little, and a rich man much, what may we expect from God? Wishing the perfection of the saints, he prays for the might of the Holy Ghost to strengthen them, and for Christ to dwell in the heart by faith, as the source of righteousness, purity, and eternal life.

The grand point of christian perfection is love, enrooted, habitual love, as the source of all obedience, and good fruits. We must dwell in love, and then we shall dwell in God, and the fragrance is paradise shed abroad on earth. The end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart. — Christian perfection especially consists in knowing the love of Christ which passeth knowledge. All men have admired the beauty and sublimity of this passage. Here is the perfection of wisdom attained, not by human teaching, but by divine experience. The breadth of Christ’s love is omnipotence encircling all mankind with mercy. The length is eternity, ever flowing with grace and goodness to man. The height of his love is the sublime majesty, elevating the victorious to thrones in heaven. The depth of it regards the abyss of wisdom stooping to death for man, and his profound ways in turning evils to the advantage of his people.

To know this love so as to be filled with all the fulness of God, is to be filled with all the wisdom, the virtue, and perfection of the divine nature. To him therefore be glory throughout all ages, Amen. How just is this doxology! Eternity can never repay our still encreasing debt. If this therefore be the sum and substance of the christian religion, what God is like unto our God? What religion is so gracious, holy and happy as ours? And who can boast of a Redeemer like the Lord of glory? And if these be his perfections, we will hear no more talk against his being one substance with the Father, and coëval in existence. May we all enter into the apostle’s piety and views of real religion. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-32
Ephesians 4:1-2. I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you — a pathetic argument, for if I hear of discords among you it will add affliction to my bonds; that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. We are called with a holy calling, according to his purpose and grace. 2 Timothy 1:9. We are called to come out from among the wicked, and to regard the earth only as the land of our pilgrimage. 2 Corinthians 6:17. We are called with a high and holy calling as the sons of God, and to eternal glory in Christ Jesus. What manner of persons then ought we to be! Let us walk worthy of the Lord in all lowliness of mind, as in his sight, and with meekness and forbearance in our behaviour towards men. Galatians 5:22-24.

Ephesians 4:3. Endeavouring, studying, and being solicitous to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Whence arose the schisms in the primitive church? From proud men, who aimed at preëminence, or loved some peculiar opinion more than the peace of the church, and more than all the other doctrines of the gospel. Whence arise our modern schisms and discords? From the same spirit. One having committed sin, will not bear the rod of discipline. Another aims at preferment by flattery, and by unlawful means to the injury of modest and more deserving men. How unlike the primitive bishop, dragged trembling from his study to the church to be invested with the sacred charge. The Moseses, whom the Lord finds keeping their father’s flock, and the Elishas, ploughing with their father’s oxen, make the best pastors.

Ephesians 4:4. There is one body and one Spirit. It is therefore as unnatural to sin against the church as for a man to afflict his own person. It is the Holy Spirit that actuates the body, adorning it with gifts and graces, and making the gospel efficacious. It is One Lord Christ, head of the living and the dead; one faith, delivered to the saints, 1:3; and one Spirit, baptizing us all, whether jews or gentiles, into one body. The disturbers of religious society should therefore consider that they sin not only against the brethren, but against heaven and earth.

Ephesians 4:6. One God and Father of all, as illustrated in 1 Corinthians 8:6. 

Ephesians 4:8. And gave gifts to men. To men once rebellious, to the gentiles, some of whom were called to be apostles, prophets, and evangelical men of the first order.

Ephesians 4:10. He ascended up far above all heavens, as described in Acts 1:9.

Ephesians 4:11. He gave some, apostles. Dr. Hammond has taken great pains to distinguish the officers of the church. See his notes on John 20:1, 1 Corinthians 12:28. They are here classed under five heads. The apostles represented Jesus Christ. They prayed sinners in Christ’s stead to be reconciled unto God. The prophets are placed next, because they resembled the ancient prophets and the holy apostles in speaking wholly from the Spirit, as Theophylact observes. Judas, Silas, and Agabus were of this class. — The didascaloi or doctors are the third. These were preachers, presbyters, or bishops who governed the churches. Evangelists were writers of the gospel as well as preachers; and they composed good books for the edification of the church. The teachers were deacons, catechists, and other laborious persons in word and doctrine. — On the subject of bishops and presbyters, Jerome, on this place, affirms, that they were originally the same, the one being a title of age, the other of dignity. On Titus 1:6, he resumes the subject at some length, to the same effect. But Chrysostom makes this distinction, that to the presbyters was committed the care of the churches, but to the bishops the care of the presbyters was conceded.

Ephesians 4:13. Till we all come — to a perfect man, in age, in wisdom, and christian experience; or to use the words of St. John, till we become fathers in Christ, having known him that is from the beginning. Those are fathers, the support and ornament of the church, who are not tossed about with every novelty of doctrine, but stand as pillars in the temple of God.

Ephesians 4:16. From whom the whole body fitly joined together. Christ, the great architect, enthroned in heaven, superintends the elevation of his living temple; his plan is perfect, and his work is before him. The stones, very rough when first raised from the quarry, are polished and fitted for high and important situations, which they are intended to occupy. This is the house of his glory; he will dwell in it for ever.

Ephesians 4:17-19. Henceforth walk not as other gentiles. This he said in the Lord, by the special impulse of his Spirit; for the prophets knew the thoughts of their own minds from the dictates of the Spirit of God. Christians are required not to follow after lying vanities, the pleasures and the riches of the world. But the term, vanity, is often restricted to idolatry, for idols are only the work of men. Blinded by crimes, and alienated from God, the great mass of the heathen went on in sin till they had no hope of mercy, and then they launched the reins of passion and appetite. Herodotus, in many places, when describing their feasts, confirms all that Paul had said on the demoralised state of the heathen world. Romans 1:26-32. Livy, on the bacchanalians, and Augustine in his city of God, have borne testimony to the same effect.

Ephesians 4:22. Put off — the old man. See notes on Colossians 3:9.

Ephesians 4:26-27. Be ye angry, and sin not. All strong passions should be reined with a strong arm. Anger must never supersede the laws of love; otherwise anger is madness. It is safer to be angry with one’s self. — Neither give place to the devil, to let him enter your heart, and foster enmity, like Esau, for twenty years against your brother.

Ephesians 4:30. Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. Neither by levity, nor foolish conversation; nor by unhallowed tempers of bitterness and wrath, nor by any unholy passion, or criminal reveries of the mind. Quench not the Spirit, when he draws you to secret and public duties. For when the Spirit is grieved, he hides himself as in a cloud, and leaves the offender, in some sort, under his frowns. He must ever be in your heart what he was in the beginning, the Spirit of grace and supplication, the life, the light, and joy of your soul. It is the Spirit of God that adorns you with all the graces of the heavenly family. He seals you with the beautiful image and name of God: and would you mar and deface that image, to indulge in the folly and sin of any evil propensity? Rather keep the seal perfect in all its marks and configurations, till the day when your bodies shall rise from the tomb.

REFLECTIONS.
Paul, the most marvellous of men, having illustrated the exaltation of Christ, as filling all things; having declared the power of his grace in turning sinners from the course of this world, even when dead in trespasses and sins, and the great love of God in raising them up to sit in heavenly places; having enlarged on the entire sanctification of our nature, exhorts the Ephesians to walk worthy of their high vocation. Never surely were arguments more strong, or claims more just. And the arguments to them are equally arguments to us. Without this coincidence of conduct with our calling, we violate the concord of the church, for Zion expects all her children to be clothed with salvation, and the members to resemble their head.

In the descent of our Saviour from heaven to be clothed with flesh, and lie in the tomb; and then to reäscend where he was before, we see the deity and humanity of the Lord disclosed, and made manifest for the conversion of sinners, to gather all mankind from idols to worship the One true God, and to be instructed in one faith, that the whole church of every name and nation might be one in Christ, and worship the Lord in spirit and in truth. He scatters his gifts with great profusion, and makes the glory of Zion like an ever-rising sun. We here see the church under the figure of a living temple, with walls, arches, and pillars that reach to heaven. Apostles and prophets, martyrs and confessors are her gems and costly stones. Her glory obscures the world, and covers the wicked with confusion of face.

On the other hand, the apostle says, “walk not as other gentiles, in the vanity of their minds.” The prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience, has built his opposition temple, the temple of Mars, of Moloch or Baal, as described by Chaucer, our oldest poet, in an obscure place.

And downward from a hill under a bent, 
There stood the temple of Mars armipotent.
— There saw I first the darke imagining 
Of felonie, and eke the compassing, 
The cruell ire red as any glede, 
The pickpurse also, and eke the pale drede. 
The smiler, with a knife under the cloke,
* The shepen brenning with a blacke smoke, 
The treason of the murdering in the bed, 
The open war with wounds all be bled, 
Conteke with bloody knives, and sharp manase, 
All full of chirking was that sorrie place.
* The shepen brenning; that is, the sheepish looking man burning.

While the temple of Satan is covered with the cloud of its own smoke, the Light himself shines on Zion. She is not hid under a “bent,” but is a city set on a hill — a city and temple perfect and complete in Christ. Such also was his sacerdotal prayer for all who should believe on him, through the apostles’ word. “That they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” John 17:21. Nothing but a sight of God dwelling in his living temple can make the wicked tremble, and draw the contrite to worship at his feet. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-33
Ephesians 5:1-2. Be ye followers of God as dear children, for children are expected to walk in their father’s steps. He sends us rain and fruitful seasons, he makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good; and if we act otherwise, men will not acknowledge us for the sons of God. In all good offices the Saviour forgot himself, and went about continually doing good. Nay more; he gave himself for us, an eucharistal oblation and sacrifice, a sweet savour of unexampled love. What can words add more?

Ephesians 5:3-6. But uncleanness or covetousness, let it not be named among you. These cautions are repeated from 1 Corinthians 6:9-12, and Galatians 5:19, where comments occur. For these things, he adds, the wrath of God comes down on the children of disobedience. They perish by disease, infamy, and a miserable death. How deplorable must have been the state of the heathen world, that St. Paul deemed it requisite to give such strong cautions to believers, in the great cities of Corinth and Ephesus.

Ephesians 5:12. It is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. St. Paul often alludes to the deliverance which the gospel had wrought for the heathen. Those only have adequate ideas of the secret crimes connected with idolatry, who have read Livy’s Account of the Bacchanalian Orgies, and Augustine’s City of God, and other books of the fathers against the gentiles. The bloody worship of Moloch, and the beastly uncleanness attendant on the worship of Priapus, which is thought to he the same with Baal-peor, are too abominable for description. He is feigned to be the son of Bacchus and Venus. Suffice to say, that the figure of this idol, and the dress of the priests, and virgins, and matrons, who served at his altar, and the airs which varlets sung were such as inflamed the people to the perpetration of those crimes in the adjoining groves, which St. Paul comprises under the word acatharsia, all uncleanness, of every species of unnatural lust: Ephesians 5:3. Truly except the Lord had left us a remnant, we had been as Sodom, or like unto Gomorrah. See the City of God, book 2. chap. 4.

Ephesians 5:14. Awake, thou that sleepest. Some apply this exhortation to rouse the church from a state of slumber, as in Isaiah 60:1. Romans 13:11. But the adjection, arise from the dead, extends the address to a slumbering world. The wicked are dead to God, dead to piety, dead in trespasses and sins. They sleep, they slumber, and the fleeting vanities of this world vanish as the morning dreams. Sinners sleep on the verge of hell; their awakening in the hour of visitation is tremendous and terrific. Clouds of guilt, the curses of Sinai, the flames ascending from the abyss, and the aspects of a vindictive God, are terrors insupportable. Sinners have but a moment to look to Calvary, and fly for refuge to the living temple. Isaiah 28:16.

Ephesians 5:16. Redeeming the time. εξαγοραζομενοι τον καιρον. The words import, that we should buy up and improve the time as men do in a market, which if once lost may never return. The reason assigned is, because the days are evil. Our enemies are all active, we must be alert in the war, and laborious in the harvest days. It is prudent to lay down in a morning a plan of the duties of the day, that we may first give ourselves to the Lord, and then our hands to labour.

Ephesians 5:19. Speaking to yourselves in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs. The wicked, exhilarated with wine, indulge in songs which utter the infamy of the heart, and pollute the ear; but the saints have angels’ songs. Pliny testifies, that christians in his time sung hymns to Christ as God. Christo ut Deo hymnos canunt. David, and the prophet Elisha, from their youth were proficients in sacred song. Jerome composed hymns; and the hymns and psalms of St. Hilary are said to have been sung all over France. Buchanan has delighted all the Latin church with a metrical version of the Psalms. Chrysostom says, God has given those psalms and hymns of praise to raise the souls of men above the troubles of life. Singing revives every pious affection of the heart, and contributes to health and cheerfulness. But alas, our modern composers of sacred music, men now living, have ruined public worship by jig tunes, many of them taken from the army and the stage. They forget that temples require time, they forget God, they forget themselves, to impose silence on the church.

Ephesians 5:22-24. Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands. A christian female must be instructed in all the duties of her station. She must not be a brawler, running about for pleasure, contracting debts, and grieving her husband with her tongue. It becomes her to be adorned with every virtue, to render her lovely in the eyes of her husband, and honourable in the station she occupies. The eulogy of such a virtuous woman has been made by Lemuel, and painted with brilliancy of character. Proverbs 31:10; Proverbs 31:31. 

Ephesians 5:25. Husbands, love your wives. The model of conjugal affection is that of Christ, loving the church, and giving himself for it; indicating that the husband should love his wife as his own life, and in every view as one with him. He should support her in all duties, comfort her in all infirmities, and be her pillar of support in all the walks of life. His oath at the altar is obligatory; and her love, if possible, should more than repay his affection. The drunkard and the profligate must not here be classed with husbands, but with culprits: he cannot rank even with the wild beasts, who always carry their prey to their lair.

REFLECTIONS.
After a scale of moral precepts, wise, pure, and brilliant, the apostle concentrates all their glory in the love of Christ to the church, and in all the graces which his love confers. The prophet, by an allegory rich in figures, regards the Hebrew church as descended, not from Abraham and Sarah, but morally of the line of the Amorite, and of the Hittite; exposed in infancy, unwashed and in a state of nudity. Ezekiel 16. The Lord, as the best of beings, passed by, and had pity upon her. He adopted her as a daughter, he decorated her as a princess, betrothed her in righteousness as a bride, and placed a diadem upon her head.

Christ in like manner has loved the church, redeemed her by his blood, and sanctified her with the washing of water by the word; expressions which harmonize with all the glory of justifying and sanctifying grace. Having thus redeemed and cleansed her in the fountain of life, he has also consecrated and crowned her for himself. The king’s daughter is all glorious within, not having spot or wrinkle, or any defilement. Her clothing is embroidered gold. He did all this, that she might live in his presence, holy and without blame before him in love, and finally be presented faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.

Here, oh husbands, is your model of behaviour towards your wives, that your love may command a just return of the same behaviour towards you. But this is the mystery, the great mystery of godliness, and not merely natural affection, of which Paul speaks. It is designed to augment the spiritual glory of the believer that he so wrote, and to enlarge the communion of the saints with the Saviour. May our eyes be opened to behold in all things the grand design of our Lord’s redeeming love. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-24
Ephesians 6:1-3. Children, obey your parents, because they are your parents, who gave you birth, and nourished you with food and fond affection in all your tender years. Their age and experience qualify them to guide and command, and in all their domestic regulations they aim solely at your good. If you disobey them in their wise and just commands, you disobey the Lord, whom your parents represent. Therefore love them, as they love you; and honour them with reverence and filial obedience. God who commands other duties by sovereignty, commands this, the most excellent of duties, with promise, that it may be well with thee, and that long life may crown all thine other mercies.

Ephesians 6:4. Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, by requiring any thing that is unsuited to their age and circumstances, nor by unseasonable rebukes, or severity of correction. As we whet a knife when it has lost its edge, so you may correct a son when all other means fail; but let the manner and degree be such, that he himself may approve at a future day. Above all, aim to make him a good son; and let your own house be the happiest house he can find. Bring him up in the knowledge and discipline of the Lord, as stated on Proverbs 22:6. Be parents in the Lord, that you may the more win your children’s hearts to love his name.

Ephesians 6:5-8. Servants, be obedient to your masters. In all things do their pleasure, and not your own. Let it appear that the profession of the gospel has illuminated your mind, to know your duty towards God and man. Act for your masters with fear and trembling, being in subjection to their authority, but more abundantly as the free and noble-minded servants of Christ. Be careful to become such servants as shall gain your masters’ entire confidence, that when they are absent their minds may be easy, knowing that their work will be done as if they were present. Let all your services be performed as to the Lord, who in the day of his coming will reward the faithful servant, as well as the wise and prudent master.

Ephesians 6:10. Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Be like Samson, when the Spirit came upon him, and like all the heroes of the Lord. I will go forth, said David, in the strength of the Lord God. I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only. He will strengthen his servants with might in the inner man, and will be with them in the day of trouble.

Ephesians 6:11. Put on the whole armour, the panoply, of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. You have not only to fight with the lion, who roars and rushes on to battle; but with the lurking leopard, who hides in the bushes, and leaps unawares on his prey. The enemy not only roars on the church in popular fury, but attacks with ingenious malice, as when the council of the jews crucified the Saviour.

Ephesians 6:12. We wrestle not, like the Roman armies, against flesh and blood, the men of the age, but against principalities and powers — Satan and his evil angels. In heaven Christ has principalities and powers under him, and Satan also has subjection in his kingdom, to which the apostle here alludes. But when Satan excites war and mischief in the church, Michael, the great prince, comes to our aid. Daniel 10:13; Daniel 10:20; Daniel 12:1.

Against the rulers of the darkness of this world. Satan’s power is not real, but assumed; it is the darkness, the spiritual darkness of the age in which men are blinded and captivated by their passions, which concedes this mock sovereignty to the common foe. They call good evil, and evil good.

Against spiritual wickedness in high places. επουρανιος, “in heavenly places.” Our version follows Beza, in reading sublime or high places, and the fathers in succession, to the aërial regions, where the prince of the power of the air is allowed to range, and prompt mankind to every evil deed.

Ephesians 6:13. Wherefore take to you the whole armour of God, which he has provided for the defence of his saints, that ye may be able to withstand, as the army of the Lord of hosts, that you may manfully resist the enemy, and he will flee from you; for the Lord is your shield, your buckler and defence.

Ephesians 6:14. Stand therefore, fast in the Lord, having your loins girt about with truth; for it is the promises of victory and salvation which gird up the mind with courage and strength for the war.

Having on the breastplate of righteousness; or as he says to the Thessalonians, “having on the breastplate of faith and love.” Virtue in all its powers, and piety in all its characters, as Erasmus turns the phrase; for the breastplate resisted the point of the sword, and diverted the point of the spear, as was the case when Hector threw his spear at Achilles. We must put on the Lord Jesus Christ, if we mean to be safe from the arrows of death.

Ephesians 6:15. Having your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. The eyes of your understanding must be enlightened; you must be ready in the scriptures, fully prepared for disputation, and for the defence of the gospel, the word of reconciliation. You must walk as becomes the gospel of peace. By so doing St. Paul defeated his enemies in the public fight. His manner of early life, he told the kings of Asia, had been that of a pharisee; he had exercised himself to have a conscience void of offence towards God and man. The jews, he said, found him neither with noise nor tumult, nor disputing with any man, but purified and praying in the temple.

Ephesians 6:16. Above all, over all, taking the shield of faith, which gives us the victory over the world. θυρεος is rendered by the Romans, clypeus, an oblong shield from the wrist to the elbow, and buckled on the left arm. They call it also scutum, a shield of round or more ovalar figure, to repel arrows, as well as blows. Such, it would seem, was the shield of Achilles, concerning which Homer has given us a very minute description. It was made of five plates of different metals. On one part were the emblems of war in all its horrors; on another, cities with flourishing agriculture and commerce, to show that peace should be the end of war. The shield of faith will cover our head in the crisis of conflict, and crown us with the joy of salvation.

Wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, which the malice of demons may throw against you. Julius Cæsar, in his wars of Gall, gives us a comment here. When he besieged the Gauls in the city of Tours, Turones, or Cæsarodunum, where the river Loire makes a tour round the city, except one isthmus, which was fortified, the Romans built mount against mount with facines, or faggots of wood and earth. The Gauls rushing from under cover, threw darts at the facines, with ignited balls of combustibles at the end. Those darts, on being repelled, fell back into the ditch, and were quenched. The Romans succeeded in gaining the walls, and then put all the people, to the amount of about forty thousand, to the sword. In like manner, Satan throws his darts with fiery indignation, hoping to pierce or to arrest our shield. He assails with attacks against the being of a God, against the deity of Christ, and the truth of the scriptures. He tries to set our concupiscence on fire, to enflame our anger, swell our pride, or cause the slower flames of avarice to smother in the heart. The remedy is, 

Ephesians 6:17-18. Take the helmet, the hope, of salvation. The helmet covered the head, having in its superior structure the wide gueles of some wild beast, or the like figure. The valiant ones of Christ must know nothing of discouragement and despair.

And the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. The word emanating from the living oracle, Out of whose mouth goes a sharp two- edged sword. With this the Lord causes the people to fall under him, pierced in the heart. With this sword he hewed his enemies to pieces in the temple. “Woe unto you, scribes, pharisees, hypocrites.” We must with wisdom and courage attack the enemy; for if we, like the fallen prophet in Bethel, hold our peace at the wickedness of the age, God will not hold his peace at us. — We must do it with all the forms of prayer, and constant exercises of devotion, adoring, confessing, and pleading with heaven.

Ephesians 6:20. For which I am an ambassador in bonds. His chain did not supersede his commission, but modified it. He prays that he might preach with clearness, with eloquence and power; and on all subjects magnify the ministry with which he was clothed. — Let us learn of Paul to pray for the like power and influence from on high.

REFLECTIONS.
After the sublime of christian doctrines, after disclosing the moral code to all orders of men in the church, next follows the christian armour, for upon all the glory there shall be a defence. It is the complete panoply of the christian soldier, whose back alone is undefended, for he must never fly from the enemy. In the list of opponents, men consisting of flesh and blood are scarcely reckoned; they are chiefly of a more formidable description, even principalities and powers in heavenly places, who rule the darkness of this world, idolatry, and all the mysteries of iniquity. We must therefore take the whole armour of God, that we may stand in the evil day, a time when many fall, or wax cold.

The parts of the ancient armour here improved are, 

(1) The girdle of truth. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom. And wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way, but by taking heed to God’s word? As a girdle strengthens the loins, and compacts the robe, so truth strengthens the mind.

(2) The breastplate of righteousness, as in Romans 3:4. This guards the vitals from the deadly blows of sin.

(3) Armed for war, we must walk in peace with God, with men, and with our own conscience. And the gospel preparation implies that we be prompt and ready for all the will of God.

(4) Our shield, target, or buckler, must be an unshaken confidence in God’s word; a faith that magnifies heaven, and diminishes earth. This will receive and repel the darts of Satan, called fiery because of his malice, and of the burning poison of sin.

(5) Our helmet must be hope. In every fight we must be assured of victory; and this hope is the pledge of victory, from the first conflict, leading to a final triumph. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

(6) Our offensive weapon must be the sword of the Spirit, which is the quick and powerful word of God. Our voice to sinners must be the echo of Jehovah’s voice. We must use the sword as Christ did when tempted of the devil, and everywhere confound and affright the hordes of the wicked. We must do the Lord’s work in the Lord’s spirit, praying always with all prayer and supplication. By prayer we renew our strength to fight and endure to the end. And in every conflict, let us hear our Captain’s cry: Him that overcometh will I grant to sit down with me on my throne, as I also overcame, and am sat down with my Father on his throne.

The concluding argument, in soliciting prayers for divine assistance, is most of all to be admired. The eloquence of the prophets is perfect in its kind, and full of the Spirit. Of Paul’s eloquence we have specimens in his reasonings with the jews; in his manner of talking to the spoiled and party men of Corinth; in the climax of antitheses, 2 Corinthians 6:4-11; and in his charge to Timothy. 1 Timothy 6:11-12. But he yet wanted more of that triumphant eloquence and unction which converts the world to God. Let every minister then, as Erasmus says, endeavour to be taught of God, and have a fountain of truth and wisdom in his own breast. 

